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no executioner has ever dipped his hand in our blood, be not ashamed, my dear cousin, for the judgment of heretics, who have no jurisdiction over me, a free Queen, will be of profit in God's sight to the children of His Church. If I would consent, however, to what they propose, I should not suffer this blow. Our whole family has been persecuted by these fanatics, witness your own good father, through whose interposition I hope to receive forgiveness at the hands of the Almighty Judge. I commend my poor servants to your kindness, and request you to pay my debts, and to provide for a yearly obit for the repose of my soul, not at your own expense, but by contributions and royal ordinance, as you will feel called upon to do when you are advised of my intentions by my unfortunate and devoted servants, who will witness the last act of the tragedy of my life. May God prosper you and your wife and children, brothers and cousins, and especially the head of our' family, my good brother and cousin. May the blessing of God be upon your children whom I commend to His loving care, no less earnestly than my own son, unfortunate and maltreated as he is. You will receive certain rings from me which will remind you to pray God for the soul of your poor cousin, who is without assistance or counsel, other than that of the Lord, who endows her with strength and courage to stand alone and face a mob of ravening wolves. To God be the glory.
" I particularly request you to put implicit faith in what will be said to you by a person who will hand you a ring of rubies from me; for I take it upon my conscience to say that he will tell you the truth as to the matter which I have entrusted to him, and especially that portion which relates to my poor servants, and the interests of one of them, I commend that person to